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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor 

James  W.  Bailey,  Homer  R.  Sargent 

Clifton  C.  Putney 

Assessors 

Frank  E.  Bartlett,  Term  expires  March,  1918 

John  E.  Currier,  Term  expires  March,  1919 

Willis  H.  Scott,  Term  expires  March,  1920 

• 

Town  Clerk 

Clifton  B.  Heath 

Treasurer 

Fred  C.  Grant 

Collector  of  Taxes 

Fred  W.  George 

Auditor 

Fred  C.  Daniels 

Water  Commissioners 

Warren  A.  Bailey,  Term  expires  March,  1920 

Wilfred  A.  Barbeau,  Term  expires  March,  1918 

Willis  H.  Scott,  Term  expires  March,  1919 

Municipal  Light  Board 

Warren  A.  Bailey,  Term  expires  March,  1920 

Wilfred  A.  Barbeau,  Term  expires  March,  1918 

Willis  H.  Scott,  Term  expires  March,  1919 

Registrars  of  Voters 

Frank  F.  Philbrick  Horace  K.  Emery 

I.  Allen  Williams  Clifton  B.  Heath 


Inspector  of  Animals 

#George  W.  Hoyt 
fChas.  E.  Welch 

Fish  and  Game  Warden 

Thurston  Tuxbury 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Edwin  S.  McKay 
Forest  Warden 
Chas.  Emery  Hoyt 
Burial  Agent 
John  E.  Bean 
Field  Drivers 

Frank  R.  Bridges  William  J.  Earle 

Clifton  C.  Putney 

Superintendent  of  Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moth 

Suppression 

Charles  R.  Ford 

Engineers  of  Fire  Department 

Carlton  C.  Witham  Roswell  J.  Eaton 

Louis  B.  Davis 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering 

*Geo.  W.  Hoyt 
fChas.  E.  Welch 


*  Resigned, 
t  Deceased. 


APPROPRIATIONS  MADE  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEET- 
ING  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  MERRIMAC,  MARCH  7,  1917. 


Support  of  poor,  $3,000  00 

Mothers’  pensions,  550  00 

Soldiers’  relief,  200  00 

Fire  department,  1,600  00 

Fire  department,  hose,  ladders  and  shut-off 

nozzles,  400  00 

Forest  warden,  100  00 

Highways  and  bridges,  1,500  00 

Special  for  Rocks  bridge,  666  66 

Snow  and  washouts,  500  00 

Sidewalks  and  crossings,  200  00 

Railings,  200  00 

Tree  warden,  100  00 

Public  library,  500  00 

Miscellaneous,  1,365  00 

Board  of  health,  100  00 

Cemeteries,  250  00 

Water  Department: 

Municipal  use,  2,421  00 

Construction,  25  00 

Maintenance,  1,765  83 

School  Department : 

General  purposes,  10,640  00 

Transportation,  1,300  00 

Superintendent,  680  00 

Bonding  town  officers,  156  50 

Moth  department,  694  12 

Memorial  day,  100  00 

Military  aid,  72  00 

Insuring  town  property,  297  44 
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Town  Officers: 


Chairman  of  selectmen, 

300 

00 

Second  selectman, 

100 

00 

Third  selectman, 

100 

00 

Assessors, 

300 

00 

Town  clerk, 

100 

00 

Town  treasurer, 

200 

00 

Collector  of  taxes, 

400 

00 

Registrars  of  voters, 

70 

00 

School  committee, 

100 

00 

Chief  of  police, 

300 

00 

Special  police, 

250 

00 

Auditor, 

50 

00 

Fire  engineers, 

100 

00 

Night  watchman, 

730 

00 

Inspector  of  animals, 

50 

00 

Election  officers, 

125 

00 

Inspector  of  slaughtering, 

75 

00 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures, 

30 

00 

Moderator, 

8 

00 

Purchase  of  power  sprayer, 

450 

00 

Repairs  on  town  hall  building, 

150 

00 

Balance  on  fire  alarm, 

479 

31 

Balance  due  assessors, 

161 

06 

Light  extension  of  River  road, 

450 

00 

Repairs  of  school  buildings, 

950 

00 

Notes  or  bonds  for  Broad  St.  work  (author- 

ized  issue),  $1,500  00 
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TOWN  OFFICERS’  SALARIES. 


SELECTMEN. 


James  W.  Bailey,  $133  33 

Homer  R.  Sargent,  275  00 

Stephen  L.  Kelly,  25  02 

Clifton  C.  Putney,  83  33 

-  $516  68 

TREASURER. 

Fred  C.  Grant,  200  00 


TOWN  CLERK. 


Clifton  B.  Heath, 

ASSESSORS. 


100  00 


Wm.  C.  Russell, 

N.  S.  Cole, 

Frank  E.  Bartlett, 


56  25 
45  00 
90  00 

-  191  25 


COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 
Fred  W.  George, 

REGISTRARS. 


F.  F.  Philbrick,  30  00 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  25  00 

Horace  K.  Emery,  15  00 

I.  Allen  Williams,  15  00 


320  26 


85  00 
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AUDITOR. 


James  C.  Pease, 


50  00 


POLICE. 

Harry  A.  Pease,  special  police,  2  50 

George  E.  Franklin,  special  police,  50  00 
Chas.  E.  Wallace,  special  police,  52  00 

Fred  O.  Bailey,  special  police,  50  00 

James  P.  Donahue,  chief,  resigned,  290  55 
Lowell  G.  Harrington,  chief,  82  96 


NIGHT  WATCH. 


James  P.  Donahue,  628  50 

Lowell  G.  Harrington,  60  10 


INSPECTOR  ANIMALS. 

George  W.  Hoyt,  50  00 

George  W.  Hoyt,  est.,  14  59 


INSPECTOR  SLAUGHTERING. 

Geo.  W.  Hoyt,  est.,  40  63 

Chas.  E.  Welch,  27  08 


528  01 


688  60 


64  59 


67  71 


FIRE  ENGINEERS. 

L.  B.  Davis,  clerk, 


100  00 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


William  S.  Tuckwell, 
Ellen  M.  Murphy, 
Chas.  W.  Morrill, 


91  07 
25  00 
25  00 


141  07 
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TOWN  COUNSEL. 

T.  H.  Hoyt,  50  00 


ELECTION  OFFICERS. 


Dennis  F.  Donahue, 

1  00 

L.  B.  Davis, 

1  00 

Chas.  A.  Noyes, 

14  00 

Chas.  E.  Welch, 

14  00 

John  K.  Sargent, 

6  00 

F.  P.  Clement, 

8  00 

O.  W.  Jordan, 

8  00 

Clifford  R.  Howe, 

11  00 

Benj.  F.  Carter, 

6  00 

Leon  S.  Morrison, 

3  00 

George  W.  Hoyt, 

5  00 

Jamies  W.  Bailey, 

10  00 

William  C.  Cassazza, 

3  00 

I.  A.  Williams, 

3  00 

John  J.  Minahan, 

3  00 

Homer  R.  Sargent, 

5  00 

A.  F.  Mahoney, 

3  00 

C.  O.  Libby, 

11  00 

115  00 


$3,218  17 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac,  Greetings : 

We  the  Selectmen  of  Merrimac  would  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1917. 

We  have  issued  and  approved  warrants,  authorized 
the  treasurer  to  make  payments  amounting  to  $107,455.77 
divided  as  follows : 


Selectmen’s  warrants, 

School  warrants, 

Light  department  warrants, 
Water  department  warrants, 


$67,318  33 
14,605  61 
14,499  91 
11,031  92 


$107,455  77 

Selectmen’s  warrants  made  up  as  follows: 
MISCELLANEOUS  DEPARTMENT. 


Executive  Office. 

James  W.  Bailey,  expense,  $33  00 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  fuel,  187  09 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  telephone,  63  42 
Independent  Chimney  Co.,  repairing 

roof,  town  hall,  15  00 

Merrimac  Light  Dept.,  light  and  bulbs,  193  25 

Willard  H.  Streeter,  stock  and  labor,  6  75 

O.  F.  Bennet,  stock  and  labor,  4  55 

Edgar  R.  Tucker,  stock  and  labor,  2  00 

W.  M.  Russell,  stock  and  labor,  6  00 

C.  C.  Witharn,  stock  and  labor,  2  63 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  7  05 
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C.  B.  Heath,  supplies, 

19 

90 

Herman  F.  Davis,  supplies, 

8 

77 

S.  P.  Greenwood,  supplies,  • 

34 

25 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  supplies, 

8 

38 

Carter  Ink  Co.,  supplies, 

2 

00 

H.  H.  Story,  supplies, 

84 

Arthur  Stewart,  labor, 

1 

78 

Merrimac  Post  Office,  box  rent  and 

stamps, 

24 

40 

Amesbury  Publishing  Co.,  printing, 

164 

40 

Homer  R.  Sargent,  expense, 

7 

80 

The  Typewriter  Shop,  repairing  type¬ 

writer, 

2 

00 

Geo.  W.  Sargent’s  Sons,  wood, 

12 

50 

-  $807  76 

Town  Clerk. 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing  and  expense,  $54  22 
Library  Bureau,  supplies,  50 

P.  B.  Murphy,  supplies,  2  25 

-  $56  97 

V  .  .  •  1  .  > 

Miscellaneous  Bills. 


D.  M.  Means,  stock  and  labor,  $21  90 

Chas.  H.  Goodwin,  repairing  piano,  10  75 
Director  Bureau  Statistics,  certifying 

notes,  18  00 

R.  M.  Stoll,  repairing  clock,  2  50 

C.  O.  Libby,  returning  deaths,  33  00 

James  L.  Howe,  stock  and  labor,  15  24 

F.  E.Sweetsir,  M.  D.,  returning  births,  6  00 

James  W.  Bailey,  labor,  5  00 

-  $112  39 

Police  Department. 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing,  $17  92 
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James  P.  Donahue,  expense, 

23  48 

Lowell  G.  Harrington,  expense, 

7  40 

Herman  F.  Davis,  supplies, 

5  88 

F.  L.  Parker,  supplies, 

1  00 

Zenas  Lovell  &  Co.,  supplies, 

5  62 

H.  H.  Story,  supplies, 

3  10 

The  Kempton  Co.,  supplies, 

3  65 

Wright  Garage,  supplies, 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Hargraves,  meals  to  prison¬ 

1  25 

ers, 

2  45 

W.  H.  Streeter,  stock  and  labor, 

1  15 

-  $72  90 

f 

Collector’s  Department. 

Thomas  Groom,  supplies/  $1  16 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  supplies,  19  25 

Merrimac  Post  Office,  supplies,  16  60 

-  $37  01 

Inspector  Animals. 

G.  G.  Davis,  use  of  team,  $8  50 

Geo.  W.  Hoyt,  expense,  1  83 

-  $10  33 

Registrars. 

9 

C.  B.  Heath,  printing,  $8  46 

Elections. 

$6  00 
107  50 
8  00 


James  W.  Bailey,  booths, 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing, 

Janies  P.  Donahue,  posting  warrants, 


$121  50 
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Treasurers. 


Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing,  $3  00 

First  Nat.  Bank,  bal.  on  check  book,  9  20 
Merrimac  Post  Office,  supplies,  21  60 

F.  C.  Grant,  expense,  50 

-  $34  30 


Assessors. 


Lilia  D.  Scott,  clerical  work,  $20  30 

E.  Wentworth  Prescott,  clerical  work,  19  80 

Wm.  C.  Russell,  clerical  work,  43  76 

G.  G.  Davis,  use  of  teams,  9  00 

P.  B.  Murphy,  supplies,  9  25 

Merrimac  Post  Office,  supplies,  12  66 

Thomas  Groom  &  Co.,  supplies,.  2  25 

Auto  List  Publishing  Co.,  supplies,  3  00 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  20  50 

-  $140  52 


$1,426  27 


Cemeteries. 

G.  G.  Larkin,  pay  rolls,  $32  55 

Homer  R.  Sargent,  pay  rolls,  92  15 

-  $124  70 

Essex  County  Training  School. 


County  treasurer,  care,  $^5  00 

Fire  Alarm. 

C.  C.  Witham,  stock  and  labor,  $119  67 

Herman  F.  Davis,  supplies,  8  64 

Daniel  G.  Fox,  supplies,  1  00 

R.  W.  LeBarron,  2nd  payment,  350  00 

-  $479  31 
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Sidewalks  and  Crossings. 
Haverhill  Construction  Co.,  concrete, 

Forest  Warden. 


Chas.  E.  Hoyt,  pay  rolls, 

o 

CO 

52 

H.  R.  Eastman,  pay  rolls, 

4 

50 

F.  H.  Hargraves,  pay  rolls, 

9 

50 

James  W.  Bailey,  pay  rolls, 

2 

50 

J.  W.  Battis,  horses, 

15 

00 

A.  0.  Nicol,  horses, 

7 

50 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  horses, 

7 

50 

E.  W.  Haskell,  horses, 

15 

00 

Mothers  With  Dependent  Children 

As  Provided  by  Chap.  763,  Acts  1913 

Total  expenditures,  cash, 

All  of  which  should  be  reimbursed. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

The  ovserseers  of  the  poor  would  report  that 
they  have  given  aid  and  partial  support 
to  37  persons,  22  adults,  15  minors. 

Aid  rendered  and  bills  paid  as  follows: 


Food, 

$752  75 

Fuel, 

60  01 

Board, 

1,270  94 

Rent, 

128  32 

Cash, 

348  50 

Clothing, 

54  02 

Medical  attendance, 

100  00 

Medical  supplies, 

30  69 

Hospital  aid, 

130  00 

Miscellaneous  expense, 

7  00 

$340  76 


$92  02 


$372  00 


$2,882  23 
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Soldiers’  Relief. 


$21  26 
75  13 
4  50 

-  $100  89 

Taxes. 

County  treasurer,  county  tax,  $2,501  18 

Treas.  of  Commonwealth,  state  tax,  $3,520  00 

Treas.  of  Commonwealth,  highway 

tax,  223  00 

Treas.  of  Commonwealth,  National 

bank  tax,  891  01 

- $7,135  19 

Snows  and  Washouts. 

Edward  F.  Goodwin,  payrolls,  $612  76 

Tree  Warden. 

Chas.  R.  Ford,  pay  rolls,  $45  00 

Chas.  R.  Ford,  horse  hire,  2  00 

-  $47  00 


Number  of  persons  aided,  3. 
Aid  rendered  as  follows: 

Expended  for  food, 

Expended  for  fuel, 

Expended  for  miscellaneous  bills, 


State  and  Military  Aid. 

F.  C.  Grant,  treas.,  state  aid,  $918  00 

F.  C.  Grant,  treas.,  military  aid,  12  00 

F.  C.  Grant,  treas.,  German  war  aid,  175  00 

-  $1,105  00 

E.  F.  Goodwin,  pay  rolls,  $1,021  93 

James  W.  Bailey,  pay  rolls,  90  04 

Highways  and  Bridges. 
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Clifton  B.  Heath,  supplies,  13  35 

Merrimac  Lumber  Co.,  supplies,  45  92 

Zenas  Lovell  &  Co.,  supplies,  6  21 

Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.,  freight,  2  55 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  1  68 

James  W.  Bailey,  crushed  stone,  314  46 

B.  F.  Sargent,  sand  and  gravel,  8  70 

John  E.  Currier,  sand  and  gravel,  1  20 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  fuel  for  roller,  12  05 

Barrett  Mfg.  Cq.,  tarvia,  132  00 

New  England  Road  Mfg.  Co.,  road 

machine,  190  00 

F.  C.  Williams,  stock  and  labor,  2  50 

County  Treasurer,  1-6  ex.  on  Rocks 

bridge,  288  86 

Haverhill  Construction  Co.,  concrete,  137  35 

- -  $2,269  30 


Repairing  West  Main  Street. 


James  W.  Bailey,  pay  rolls,  $533  57 

James  W.  Bailey,  crushed  stone,  769  05 

James  E.  Watkins,  use  of  roller,  .276  00 

Standard  Oil  Co.,  asphalt,  592  80 

F.  C.  Williams,  sharpening  tools,  1  70 

-  $2,173  12 


School  and  Broad  Streets. 


James  W.  Bailey,  pay  rolls,  $2,140  93 

James  W.  Bailey,  crushed  stone,  2,922  65 

James  W.  Bailey,  stone  fill,  491  32 

Geo.  W.  Sargent  Sons,  tools,  44  35 

Herman  F.  Davis,  tools,  16  40 

Frank  C.  Williams,  tools,  3  45 

Merrimac  Lumber  Co.,  lumber,  11  43 

i 

Joseph  Wagonbach  &  Sons,  use  of 

roller,  174  00 
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James  E.  Watkins,  use  of  roller, 

391 

00 

James  L.  Whittier,  supplies, 

17 

05 

Preble  Bros.,  supplies, 

4 

80 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  fuel  for  roller, 

179 

24 

Joseph  P.  Laskey,  labor, 

1 

63 

Standard  Oil  Co.,  asphalt, 

1,391 

00 

Frank  N.  Rand,  liability  ins., 

63 

58 

James  H.  Ferguson, 

2 

50 

$7,855  33 


Public  Library. 


S.  I.  Sayre,  salary, 

$200  00 

S.  I.  Sayre,  supplies, 

3  84 

C.  B.  Heath,  supplies, 

10  30 

Wm.  B.  Sargent,  supplies, 

6  63 

B.  F.  Leighton,  supplies, 

2  00 

H.  W.  Wilson,  books, 

3  57 

Albert  H.  Heusser,  books, 

1  85 

David  W.  Hoyt,  books, 

6  50 

Gimbel  Bros.,  books, 

2  50 

Mitchell  &  Co.,  books, 

128  53 

H.  H.  Story,  books, 

31  00 

David  Farquher,  books, 

49  20 

Merrimac  Elect.  Dept.,  light, 

24  44 

Merrimac  Water  Dept.,  heat, 

25  00 

George  C.  H.  Whitney,  stock  and  labor,  78  00 

D.  Edward  Flynn,  stock  and  labor, 

1  27 

$574  63 


Board  of  Health. 


Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing,  $5  75 

James  P.  Donahue,  burying  dog,  1  00 

W.  W.  Towne,  burying  dog,  1  00 

W.  M.  Russell,  burying  dog,  1  00 

Harland  H.  Jewett,  burying  dog,  1  00 

James  W.  Bailey,  fumigating,  4  12 
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Merrimac  Lumber  Co.,  lumber  and  tile,  228  80 


Edward  F.  Goodwin,  payroll,  65  15 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  sand  and  cement,  8  13 

Robert  G.  Watkins,  laying  tile,  50  00 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  26 

-  $366  21 


Public  Safety. 


National  Fireworks  Dist.  Co.,  fire¬ 
works,  $20  00 

A.  H.  Weeks,  potatoes,  871  35 

James  W.  Bailey,  ex.  to  Boston  4  times  11  80 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  12  98 

Clifton  B.  Heatli,  printing,  22  50 

J.  Henry  Ollis,  music,  28  00 

Jas.  W.  Bailey,  expense  moving  picture,  26  50 

C.  O.  Libby,  expense,  8  14 

Sullivan  Bros.,  supplies,  Home  Guard,  90  00 

Thorp  &  Martin  Co.„  supplies,  Home 

Guard,  2  50 

F.  W.  Peabody,  supplies,  Home  Guard,  13  00 

Jas.  F.  Brady,  supplies,  Home  Guard,  1  00 

Local  Board  of  Div.  No.  20,  50  00 

Norman  Russell,  sec.,  21  88 

Harding  Uniform  &  Regalia  Co., 

manuals,  20  00 

Capt.  John  D.  Harding,  50  00 

Marjorie  H.  Mclnnis,  clerical  work,  1  50 

-  $1,251  15 


Sale  of  Potatoes. 


Money  received, 
Money  due, 


$775  08 
2  70 


$663  57 
111  51 


Paid  for  freight, 


$772  38 
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Bonds. 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  clerk’s  bond,  $4  00 

Frank  N.  Band,  treasurer  and  man¬ 
ager  Water  Dept.,  52  50 

James  W.  Bailey,  collector’s  bond,  100  00 


Insurance. 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  insurance, 


Interest. 


Merrimac  Savings  Bank, 

$304 

00 

Newburyport  Ins.  for  Savings, 

140 

00 

C.  D.  Parker  &  Co., 

103 

76 

First  Nat.  Bank  of  Merrimac, 

199 

23 

Geo.  W.  Sargent  Sons, 

125 

83 

Notes. 

Merrimac  Savings  Bank, 

$1,600 

00 

First  Nat.  Bank,  Merrimac, 

21,600 

00 

Geo.  W.  Sargent  Sons, 

6,000 

00 

Railing. 


Moses  Blotner,  pipe, 

$39 

00 

Little’s  Express,  expressage. 

50 

C.  P.  Anderson,  fittings, 

10 

83 

George  M.  Blakie,  posts, 

15 

00 

Edward  F.  Goodwin,  payroll, 

61 

66 

Geo.  W.  Sargent’s  Sons,  payroll, 

6 

00 

$156  50 


$283  64 


$872  82 


$29,200  00 


$132  99 
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Reimbursements. 

C.  L.  Waterhouse,  account  of  taxes,  $8  00 

Clara  Foster,  account  of  taxes,  4  00 

-  $12  00 

Memorial  Day. 

John  E.  Bean,  Q.  M.,  $100  00 

Fire  Department. 

G.  G.  Davis,  use  of  horses,  $28  90 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  use  of  horses,  55  00 

A.  O.  Nicol,  use  of  horses,  35  00 

Staples  Ice  Co.,  use  of  horses,  10  00 

E.  W.  Haskell,  use  of  horses,  40  00 

J.  W.  Battis,  use  of  horses,  10  00 

A.  K.  Roberts,  use  of  horses,  5  00 

Geo.  A.  Curtis,  use  of  auto,  5  00 

A.  M.  Innis,  use  of  auto  and  freight,  9  25 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  3  09 

J.  B.  Filleal  &  Son,  testing  steamer,  45  00 

Merrimac  Light  Department,  light  and  bulbs,  112  72 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  fuel,  80  03 

F.  H.  Hargraves,  payrolls,  514-94 

J.  L.  Whittier,  payrolls,  250  00 

L.  B.  Davis,  superintendent  fire  alarm,  50  00 

James  P.  Flynn,  janitor  Hose  1,  56  67 

John  Gilmore,  janitor  Hose  1,  28  33 

James  Ramsdell,  jarfitor  Hose  2,  25  00 

William:  Bushong,  services,  12  50 

William  Cassazza,  services,  2  09 

E.  Mansfield,  services,  4  17 

Alvin  Heath,  services,  14  56 

D.  W.  Gould,  supplies,  1  25 

Edward  Mansfield,  supplies,  1  35 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  supplies,  3  75 

Zenas  Lovell  &  Co.,  supplies,  1  18 

Merrimac  Plating  Co.,  supplies,  1  80 
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Daniel  K.  Fox,  supplies, 

3 

00 

Wetmore,  Savage  Co.,  supplies, 

191 

70 

J.  L.  Whittier,  supplies, 

72 

Fiske  &  Harris,  supplies, 

72 

31 

Knight  &  Thomas,  supplies, 

2 

40 

Wm.  and  Chas.  Beck,  supplies, 

340 

00 

0.  F.  Kress  &  Sons,  supplies, 

15 

00 

Globe  Manufacturing  Co.,  supplies, 

6 

10 

F.  L.  Parker,  supplies. 

70 

H.  H.  Story,  supplies, 

4 

50 

Herman  F.  Davis,  supplies, 

20 

66 

Henry  Deminie,  stock  and  labor, 

2 

00 

Nat  L.  Howe,  stock  and  labor, 

17 

50 

James  L.  Howe,  stock  and  labor, 

24 

48 

W.  H.  Streeter, 

1 

50 

Percy  Fernald, 

4 

09 

B.  F.  Carter, 

1 

50 

W.  W.  Gormley,  stock  and  labor, 

4 

00 

0.  F.  Bennett,  stock  and  labor, 

8 

07 

C.  C.  Witham,  stock  and  labor, 

121 

25 

L.  B.  Davis,  stock  and  labor, 

49 

79 

Arthur  Stewart, 

6 

00 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  stock  and  labor,  55 

41 

L.  E.  LeBarron,  stock  and  labor, 

23 

90 

$2,383 

16 

Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moth. 

Chas.  R.  Ford,  payrolls, 

$1,450 

44 

Chas.  R.  Ford,  schedule  bills, 

199 

46 

John  E.  Currier,  rent, 

30 

00 

Wright’s  Garage,  supplies, 

17 

68 

A.  W.  Brownell,  notices, 

4 

00 

Merrimac  Post  Office,  stamps, 

4 

00 

Willis  H.  Scott,  sending  notices, 

4 

50 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Howe,  storage, 

6 

00 

$1,716 

08 
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Board  of  Health 

There  has  been  reported  to  the  Board  of  Health  the 
following  cases  of  infections  diseases : 


Diphtheria,  4 

Whooping  cough,  3 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis,  4 

Anterior  poliomyetitis,  1 

Measles,  160 

Sargent’s  Hall 

Total  number  of  openings,  69 

Total  number  of  openings  paid  for,  32 

Total  amount  received  for  rent,  $198.00 


HOMER  R.  SARGENT, 

JAMES  W.  BAILEY, 

CLIFTON  C.  PUTNEY, 

Selectmen  of  Merrimac. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac : 

I  have  carefully  audited  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  Assessors,  Selectmen,  Treasurer,  Collector  of 
Taxes,  School  Committee,  Water  and  Light  Departments 
of  the  town  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1917. 

All  receipts  have  been  properly  acknowledged  and 
disbursements  sustained  by  warrants  issued  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Selectmen  to  the  Treasurer  as  follows : 
Selectmen,  $67,318  33 

School,  14,605  61 

Light,  14,499  91 

Water,  11,031  92 


$107,455  77 
FRED  C.  DANIELS,  Auditor. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
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Support  of  poor, 

$3,000  00 

$2,882  23 

$  427  74 

Gypsy  and  brown  tail 

moth, 

1,144  12 

1,716  08 

571  96 

Mothers  with  depend¬ 

ant  children, 

550  00 

372  00 

372  00 

Soldiers’  relief, 

200  00 

100  89 

Fire  department, 

2,000  00 

2,383  16 

Forest  warden, 

100  00 

92  02 

Highways  and  bridges, 

2,166  66 

2,141  45 

512  57 

School  and  Broad  St., 

1,500  00 

7,855  43 

5,812  08 

Snows  and  washouts, 

500  00 

612  76 

Sidewalks  and  crossings,  200  00 

340  76 

170  38 

Railing, 

200  00 

132  99 

Tree  warden, 

100  00 

47  00 

Public  library, 

500  00 

574  63 

Miscellaneous, 

1,365  00 

1,426  27 

Board  of  health, 

100  00 

366  21 

Memorial  day, 

100  00 

100  00 

Cemeteries, 

250  00 

124  70 

Light  Dept., 

450  00 

450  00 

Water  Dept., 

4,211  83 

School  Dept., 

12,620  00 

13,655  61 

2,047  88 

Bonding  town  officers, 

156  50 

156  50 

Town  officers, 

3,549  06 

3,218  17 

25  00 

Notes, 

29,200  00 

29,200  00 

Taxes, 

7,135  19  ' 

7,135  19 

Interest, 

872  82 

872  82 

Insurance, 

294  44 

283  64 

Repairing  West  .Main 
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St.,  1 

,500 

00 

2,173 

12 

1,500 

00 

Fire  alarm, 

479 

31 

479 

31 

Essex  County  Training 

School, 

35 

00 

Public  safety  committee,  1 

,000 

00 

1,251 

15 

897 

85 

Reimbursements,  (taxes), 

12 

00 

State  aid, 

918 

00 

918 

00 

918 

00 

Military  aid, 

72 

00 

12 

00 

6 

00 

German  war  aid, 

175 

00 

175 

00 

175 

00 

Repair  on  town  hall, 

150 

00 

150 

00 

Repairs  on  School, 

950 

00 

950 

00 

$67,318 

33 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


I 

January  1,  1918. 

Liabilities 


Water  bonds, 

$52,500 

00 

Water  notes, 

3,300 

00 

Electric  light  bonds, 

4,500 

00 

Electric  light  notes, 

1,200 

00 

Refunding  loan  notes, 

3,200 

00 

Rocks  bridge  notes, 

1,200 

00 

School  and  Broad  streets  notes, 

3,200 

00 

Center  school  notes, 

1,600 

00 

School  and  Broad  streets  notes, 

1,500 

00 

Main  street  notes, 

1,500 

00 

$73,700  00 

Assets 


Cash  in  treasurer’s  hands, 

$6,014 

63 

Uncollected  taxes, 

12,993 

24 

Due  on  poor  department, 

427 

74 

State  aid, 

918 

00 

Military  aid, 

6 

00 

Due  from  abuttors, 

170 

30 

German  war  aid, 

175 

00 

Potato  fund, 

647 

85 

Mothers’  pensions, 

372 

00 

Estimated  outstanding  bills, 

1,000 

00 

$22,724  76 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


; 

. —  ■■ 


Frederick  C.  Grant,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the 
Town  of  Merrimac. 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  deposit  Jan.  1,  1917,  $  4,103  27 

F.  W.  George,  collector  of  taxes, 

taxes,  etc.,  $38,617  32 

Interest,  215  82 

- $38,833  14 

General  Account. 

Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth: 


Highway  commission,  School  and 


Broad  and  Main  St., 

$7,000 

00 

State  Forestry, 

308 

56 

Support  of  sick  paupers, 

26 

00 

Compensation  of  inspector  of 

animals, 

25 

00 

Corporation  tax,  public  safety, 

370 

36 

Corporation  tax,  business, 

2,332 

60 

Corporation  tax,  income, 

1,339 

70 

National  Bank  tax, 

25 

41 

Street  Railway  tax, 

292 

20 

Aiding  mothers  with  dependent 

children, 

224 

33 

Temporary  aid,  . 

71 

52 

Military  aid, 

1,153 

43 

Soldiers’  exemption, 

196 

71 

$13,365  82 


26 


TOWN  REPORT 


4 


C.  R.  Ford,  superintendent  moth 


department, 

$ 

31 

60 

County  of  Essex,  School  and 

Broad  Sts., 

5,500 

00 

Merrimac  Savings  Bank,  note, 

$10,000 

00 

G.  W.  Sargent  Sons,  note  anticipa- 

tion, 

6,000 

00 

C.  D.  Parker  Co.,  note  of  revenue, 

10,000 

00 

$26,000 

00 

Merrimac  Savings  Bank,  notes, 

School  and  Broad  Sts., 

$  1,500 

00 

Merrimac  Savings  Bank,  notes, 

Main  St., 

1,500 

00 

$ 

3,000 

00 

Merrimac  Savings  Bank,  interest, 

$3 

55 

G.  W.  Sargent  Sons,  interest, 

3 

33 

$ 

6 

88 

Fred  A.  Brown,  clerk  district 

court,  fines, 

55 

00 

City  of  Boston,  poor  department, 

$10 

96 

City  of  Haverhill,  poor  depart- 

ment, 

124 

00 

-$ 

134 

96 

C.  B.  Heath,  town  clerk,  licenses, 

10 

00 

Moses  Blotner,  junk  license, 

25 

00 

First  National  Bank,  rent, 

300 

00 

First  National  Bank,  interest  on 

deposit, 

102 

74 

Light  Department,  rent, 

84 

00 

Water  Department,  rent, 

84 

00 

S.  L.  Kelly,  account  potatoes  sold, 

250 

00 

C.  A.  Follansbee,  manuals, 

20 

00 

Preble  Bros.,  reimbursement,  poor 

department, 

16 

25 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  reim- 

bursement,  poor  department, 

3 

63 

F.  C.  Grant,  town  treasurer,  check 
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to  Capt.  Hardy  not  used, 

50  00 

H.  R.  Sargent,  settlement  with  D.  L. 

Aiken,  one-half  tile  Middle  St., 

41  87 

Miss  S.  I.  Sayre,  fines,  etc.,  library, 

$29  34 

A.  E.  Goodwin,  tt.  fd.,  library, 

50 

19 

$  79  53 

J.  W.  Bailey,  settlement  Sargent 

Hall, 

17  50 

j 

f 

$92,115  19 

Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth : 

t 

School  Department: 

Tuition  of  state  wards, 

$  230 

25 

Massachusetts  School  Fund, 

968 

92 

Salary  superintendent  of  schools, 

500 

00 

County  of  Essex,  dog  tax, 

129 

80 

H.  A.  Pratt,  superintendent, 

9 

00 

City  of  Boston,  tuition, 

52 

50 

Town  of  Salisbury,  tuition, 

116 

41 

Town  of  Newton,  N.  H.,  tuition, 

'40 

00 

W.  S.  Tuckwell,  sale  of  grass, 

1 

00 

$  2,047  88 

Light  Department: 

W.  H.  Scott,  collector, 

$11,696  59 

Electric  Light  Department,  depre- 

ciation  fund, 

145 

59 

$11,842  18 

Water  Department: 

W.  H.  Scott,  collector, 

$  6,965  82 

Light  Department,  settlement  or- 

der, 

499 

33 

$  7,465  15 

$113,470  40 
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Expenditures. 
General  Account. 


Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth: 


State  tax, 

$3,520  00 

National  Bank  tax, 

891  01 

Repairs  of  state  highway, 

223  00 

$  4,634 

01 

County  tax, 

$  2,501 

18 

State  and  military  aid, 

1,105 

00 

Funding  note, 

l 

1,600 

00 

School  and  Broad  street,  note, 

800 

00 

Centre  School,  note, 

400 

00 

Rocks  Bridge  note, 

400 

00 

Merrimac  Savings  Bank, 

note  an- 

ticipation  of  revenue, 

10,000 

00 

C.  D.  Parker  Co.,  note, 

anticipa- 

tion  of  revenue, 

10,000 

00 

G.  W.  Sargent  Sons,  note, 

anticipa- 

tion  of  revenue, 

6,000 

00 

Interest  and  discount, 

872 

82 

Miscellaneous  selectmen’s 

orders, 

29,005 

32 

- $67,318  33 

School  Department: 


Committee  warrants, 


$14,605  61 


Water  Department: 

Commissioners  ’  warrants, 
Bonds, 

Notes, 

Interest, 

Miscellaneous, 

Light  Department: 

Commissioners  ’  warrants, 
Bond, 

Note, 


$3,500  00 
850  00 
2,396  00 
4,285  92 

- $11,031  92 


$  500  00 
600  00 
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Interest, 

Miscellaneous, 


260  00 
13,139  91 


Balance,  cash  on  deposit  with  First 
National  Bank, 


-$14,499  91 
6,014  63 
$113,470  40 


Statement  of  the  Funded  Debt. 
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Water  bonds  at  4  per 
cent.,  maturing  $3,500 
yearly  to  July  15, 

1932,  $56,000  $3,500  $52,500  $2,240 

Water  notes  at  4  per 
cent.,  maturing  $500 
yearly  to  June  20, 

1918, 

Water  notes  at  4  per 
cent.,  maturing  $350 
yearly  to  July  15, 

1925, 

Electric  Light  bonds  at 
4  per  cent.,  maturing 
$500  yearly  to  July 
15,  1926, 

Electric  Light  notes  at 
4  per  cent.,  maturing 
$600  yearly  to  Jan.  5, 

1919, 

Funding  notes  at  3  1-2 
per  cent.,  maturing 
$1,600  yearly  to  May 


3,150  350  2,800  126 


200 


60 


30 
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1,  1919, 

Rocks  Bridge  notes  at  4 
per  cent.,  maturing 
$400  yearly  to  Nov.  1, 
1920, 

School  anfi  Broad  St. 
notes  at  4  per  cent., 
maturing  $800  yearly 
to  Sept.  1,  1921, 

Centre  School  notes  at 
4  per  cent.,  maturing 
$400  yearly  to  Sept. 
1,  1921, 

School  and  Broad  St. 
notes  at  5  per  cent., 
maturing  $500  yearly 
to  Oct.  1,  1920, 

Main  St.  notes  at  5  per 
cent.,  maturing  $500 
yearly  to  Oct.  1,  1920, 


4,800  1,600  3,200 

1,600  400  1,200 

4,000  800  3,200 

2,000  400  1,600 

1,500 

1,500 

r9,350  $8,650  $73,700 


Amount  of  the  funded  debt,  Dec.  31,  1916, 
Amount  of  the  funded  debt,  Dec.  31,  1917, 

Reduction  for  the  year, 


Discount  and  Interest,  General  Account. 

Receipts. 

Interest  received  on  deposit  with  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank, 

Interest  received  from  Merrimac  Savings 
Bank, 

Interest  received  from  G.  W.  Sargent  Sons, 


140 


64 


160 


80 


$3,100 

$79,350 

73,700 


$  5,650 


$102  74 

3  55 
3  33 
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Interest  received  from  F.  W.  George,  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes, 


Payments. 

Interest  paid  on  funding  loan, 

Interest  paid  on  Rocks  Bridge  notes, 

Interest  paid  on  School  and  Broad  Sts.,  notes, 
Interest  paid  on  Centre  School, 

Interest  paid  on  C.  D.  Parker  Co.,  loan  antici¬ 
pation  of  revenue, 

Interest  paid  on  Merrimac  S.  B.,  loan  antici¬ 
pation  of  revenue, 

Interest  paid  on  G.  W.  Sargent  Sons,  loan 
anticipation  of  revenue, 


215 

82 

$325 

44 

$140 

00 

64 

00 

160 

00 

80 

00 

103 

76 

199 

23 

125 

83 

Net  payment, 


$872  82 
$547  38 


Notes  Issued  in  Anticipation  of  Revenue  During 

the  Year. 


Merrimac  Savings  Bank,  dated  May  14,  1917, 

5  mo.,  4  3-4  per  cent.,  $10,000  00 

Geo.  W.  Sargent  Sons,  dated  July  9,  1917, 

5  mo.,  5  per  cent.,  6,000  00 

C.  D.  Parker  &  Co.,  dated  Aug.  8,  1917,  3 

mo.,  4  1-2  per  cent,  discount,  10,000  00 


$26,000  00 

The  difference  in  the  rates  paid  on  the  loans  is  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  the  fluctuations  in  the  money  market  and 
the  difference  in  the  dates  of  the  loans. 


32 


TOWN  REPORT 

j 

Cemetery  Trust  Funds. 
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$  2  54 

Eliza  M.  Sawyer, 

114  00 

4  60 

2  60 

2  00 

Emily  S.  Goodwin, 

250  00 

13  36 

82  56 

11  86 

John  L.  and  Sophia 
Merrill, 

200  00 

9  30 

2  50 

37  30 

Moses  Goodrich, 

100  00 

4  24 

2  50 

7  53 

W.  A.  Paine, 

50  00 

2  02 

1  00 

1  02 

J.  E.  Prescott, 

125  00 

5  16 

3  30 

5  18 

Rhoda  S.  Poore  (D. 

J.  P), 

300  00 

13  66 

4  00 

48  27 

Rhoda  S.  Poore  (F. 
Sargent), 

200  00 

8  80 

2  75 

24  68 

Otis  W.  Little, 

200  00 

8  12 

3  45 

5  96 

Susan  G.  Sargent, 

75  00 

3  02 

3  00 

02 

Marrietta  B.  Sargent, 

250  00 

11  80 

3  15 

51  04 

Caroline  S.  Noyes, 

100  00 

4  40 

2  50 

11  62 

Adeline  Whittier, 

100  00 

4  28 

1  00 

9  96 

J.  Warren  Sargent, 

100  00 

4  04 

2  00 

2  04 

Ruth  C.  Rowell, 

200  00 

9  28 

2  75 

36  72 

Sarah  A.  Pattee  (Lo¬ 
cust  Grove), 

175  00 

7  72 

4  05 

20  65 

Sarah  A.  Pattee 

(Church  Street), 

125  00 

5  26 

2  75 

8  29 

I.  B.  Little, 

337  87 

15  64 

4  70 

60  60 

John  Bancroft, 

50  00 

2  02 

2  00 

02 

Aaron  Bancroft, 

50  00 

2  02 

2  00 

02 

Thomas  D.  Nelson, 

150  00 

7  30 

1  90 

36  41 

Mabel  Jones  Shep- 
ardson, 

100  00 

4  04 

3  00 

1  04 

Henry  E.  Crosby, 

50  00 

2  48 

0  00 

14  38 

A.  Linda  Little, 

150  00 

6  18 

2  85 

6  59 
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Etta  H.  Colby, 

100  00 

4  04 

4  00 

04 

Mrs.  Gilman  S.  Hoyt, 

100  00 

4  16 

2  50 

4  92 

Phineas  Chase, 

100  00 

4  04 

3  30 

74 

Charles  A.  Bridges, 

100  00 

4  16 

2  75 

4  60 

Louise  Clement, 

100  00 

4  32 

2  75 

9  40 

Carrie  C.  Noyes, 

150  00 

6  38 

3  10 

11  59 

W.  O.  Smiley, 

100  00 

4  04 

2  50 

1  83 

A.  L.  Baxter, 

100,00 

4  12 

2  50 

3  96 

Parmelia  Trefethen, 

100  00 

4  20  ‘ 

2  50 

6  02 

Ida  E.  Stevens, 

125  00 

5  14 

2  25 

5  52 

Mary  Ann  Chase, 

100  00 

4  04 

3  25 

1  13 

Stewart,  Chase  and 

Sargent, 

150  00 

6  06 

3  40 

2  66 

Charles  A.  Noyes, 

75  00 

3  02 

2  00 

1  02 

Mason  W.  R.  Down¬ 

ing, 

125  00 

5  10 

3  10 

3  57 

William  Gilday, 

100  00 

4  04 

2  25 

1  79 

Moses  Stevens, 

100  00 

4  04 

2  75 

1  29 

Elizabeth  M.  Cooper, 

100  00 

4  04 

2  50 

1  54 

Amos  Weed, 

100  00 

3  02 

0  00 

3  02 

E.  Fannie  Bradley, 

100  00 

2  00 

1  75 

25 

Porter  Sargent, 

150  00 

1  50 

0  00 

1  50 

Melville  S.  Gibbs, 

50  00 

0  00 

0  00 

0  00 

Addie  S.  Sawyer, 

100  00 

0  00 

0  00 

0  00 

Arthur  C.  Sargent, 

100  00 

0  00 

0  00 

0  00 

*192  96 


*This  amount  was  paid  G.  G.  Larkin,  Superintendent 
of  Cemeteries,  per  orders  of  Selectmen  and  Cemetery 
Trustees. 


Public  Library  Trust  Funds. 

A.  E.  Goodwin,  $200  00  $12  48  $50  19  $71  97 

James  Whittier,  400  00  17  44  0  00  49  68 
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Kimball  Park  Trust  Fund. 


Judith  W.  Kim¬ 
ball,  $1,000  00  $40  40  $19  87  $20  53 

l 

Electric  Light  Depreciation  Fund. 

Amount  Jan.  1,  1917,  $  65  13 

Interest,  one  year,  2  62 


Received, 

Paid, 

Balance, 


$  67  75 
600  00 


$667  75 
145  59 


$522  16 


Electric  Light  Reserve  Fund. 

« 


Received, 

Interest, 

Balance, 

Charles  H.  Davis 

Received, 

Interest, 


$1,500  00 
30  00 


$1,530  00 

! 

\ 

Guaranty  Fund. 

$450  00 
4  50 


Balance,  $454  50 

» 

All  the  above  funds  are  on  deposit  in  the  Merrimac 
Savings  Bank. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
FREDERICK  C.  GRANT, 

Treasurer. 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT 


_ 0 

Fred  W.  George  in  account  with  the  Town  of  Merri- 
mac,  Mass. 

Dr. 


To  1917  tax  list  and  additions, 

$44,646 

25 

Collected  since  Dec.  31, 1916  report, 

4,592 

87 

Uncollected  last  report, 

2,690 

44 

Interest  received, 

215 

82 

Excise  tax, 

512 

57 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  town  treasurer, 

$38,833 

14 

Property  taken  at  Attitash  Park, 

33 

81 

Abatements,  ’14, 

2 

64 

Abatements,  ’16, 

50 

00 

Abatements,  ’17, 

428 

71 

Abatements  since  Dec.  31, 

285 

66 

Uncollected  resident,  1916, 

19 

70 

Uncollected  non-resident,  1916, 

335 

00 

Uncollected  resident,  1917, 

3,618 

91 

Uncollected  non-resident,  1917, 

1,164 

20 

Late  assessments, 

138 

86 

Reassessments, 

30 

74 

Attitash  Park,  ’13,  ’14,  ’15,  ’16, 

58 

63 

Attitash  Park,  1917, 

99 

15 

Due  from  firemen, 

120 

24 

Collected  since  Dec.  31, 

7,438 

56 

Uncollected  Resident  Taxes  For 

1916 

Bailey,  Moses,  bal., 

$9 

70 

Sargent,  Susan,  Heirs  and  Dev., 

10 

00 
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Uncollected  Non-Resident  Taxes  For  1916 


Kim  Mfg.  Co., 

$82 

00 

Rawson  Product  Co., 

213 

00 

Wood,  Geo.  H., 

40 

00 

Uncollected  Resident  Taxes  For  1917 

Allison,  Geo.  Mrs.,  Heirs  and  Dev.,  bal., 

$18 

43 

Battis,  Elmer  E., 

64 

54 

Battis,  Wm.  J.,  bal., 

21 

33 

Bailey,  Moses,  Heirs  and  Dev.,  bal., 

37 

98 

Bailey,  James  W., 

58 

19 

Bartlett,  John  F., 

109 

53 

Blanchard,  Frederick  W., 

49 

70 

Bushong,  Wm., 

2 

00 

Colby,  Ella  J.,  bal., 

24 

20 

Cole,  Chester,  bal., 

10 

25 

Cooper,  James,  Heirs  and  Dev.,  moth, 

40 

Cross,  Ernest, 

2 

00 

Cross,  Henry, 

2 

00 

Currier,  John  E., 

729 

15 

Davis,  Herman  F.,  bal., 

817 

14 

Day,  Elmer  E., 

3 

33 

Deminie,  Henry  W.,  bal., 

32 

47 

Deminie,  Eugene,  bal., 

40 

00 

Dodge,  Cora  E.,  bal., 

28 

43 

Donahue,  John,  bal., 

37 

10 

Eastern  Hard  Fibre  Co., 

307 

40 

Eastman,  Chas.  F.,  bal., 

25 

43 

Farquar,  Melvin  A., 

22 

41 

Gould,  I.  Morrill,  bal., 

48 

06 

Greenwood,  John  H., 

2 

00 

Heath,  Fred  L.,  bal., 

19 

40 

Howe,  Nettie  A.,  bal, 

39 

93 

Hughes,  Mary  A.,  Heirs  and  Dev., 

62 

28 

Hune,  Aaron, 

2 

00 

Jackson,  Henry  A., 

25 

85 

Jackman,  Charles  L., 

2 

00 
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Kaplan,  Sarah,  bal., 

32 

05 

LaForest,  D.  Kennett,  bal., 

12 

18 

Lee,  Richard,  bal., 

11 

65 

Mitchell,  Harry  E., 

2 

00 

Moore,  John  J., 

9 

95 

Pease,  Janies  F., 

67 

33 

Peaslee,  Fred,  bal., 

30 

13 

Poland,  John, 

2 

00 

Poland,  Oscar  A., 

89 

26 

Poyen,  E.  B.,  heirs  and  Dev., 

204 

95 

Sargent,  Susan,  Heirs  and  Dev., 

13 

25 

Sargent,  T.  Munroe, 

34 

33 

Sargent,  Moses,  Heirs  and  Dev.,  bal., 

82 

98 

Sande,  John,  bal., 

9 

23 

Sayre,  Ida,  Mrs.,  bal., 

108 

68 

Serien,  Alfred  P., 

7 

30 

Simpson,  Albert  C., 

44 

40 

Smith,  Alonzo, 

61 

10 

Smith,  Susie  B., 

57 

78 

Spinney,  Harry, 

2 

00 

Stewart,  Chas.  W.,  bal., 

26 

45 

Streeter,  Willard  H., 

45 

01 

Woodburn,  Warren,  bal., 

17 

97 

Woodburn,  Wm., 

2 

00 

Uncollected  Non-Resident  Taxes 

For  1917 

Carvel,  Ezekiel, 

$2 

65 

Gregg,  Sarah  E.,  trustee, 

437 

25 

Grimm,  Sara  A., 

40 

20 

Head,  Annie  F., 

47 

70 

Kim  Mfg.  Co., 

92 

75 

Millard,  Fannie, 

38 

69 

Rawson  Product  Co., 

282 

23 

Snow,  E.  L.,  Heirs  and  Dev.,  bal., 

123 

88 

Stevens,  Lorenzo  Y., 

'  2 

65 

Wood,  Geo.  H., 

49 

82 

Young,  Lewis, 

38 

43 

Hayden,  Car]. 

7 

95 
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Late  Assessments 


Cavanaugh,  H.  J., 

$3  18 

Gove,  Inez  M., 

39  75 

Brasseur,  S.  J., 

.  87  98 

Ross,  John  E., 

7  95 

Reassessments. 

Basilliere,  Arthur  L., 

$26  50 

Wentworth,  Mary  A., 

4  24 

F.  W.  GEORGE,  Collector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS. 


The  Board  of  Assessors  herein  submit  their  annual 
report  for  tax  year  of  1917. 

We  wish  to  call  the  voters  attention  to  the  tax  rate 
of  $26.50  per  thousand  for  1917,  one  of  the  highest  in  the 
history  of  the  town  with  the  probability  of  its  being 
much  higher  in  1918. 

The  state  tax  and  the  new  exemption  law  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  quite  an  increase  in  our  opinion. 

If  the  different  departments  would  call  for  only  the 
amount  to  be  included  in  the  tax  levy  as  an  appropria¬ 
tion  it  would  be  appreciated  by  the  assessors. 

The  amount  to  be  raised  for  1917  was  made  up  as 
follows : 


General  appropriations, 

$37,941 

92 

State  tax, 

3,520 

00 

County  tax, 

2,501 

18 

Highway  tax, 

223 

00 

Notes  and  interest, 

3,636 

00 

$47,822 

10 

Taxes  and  Estimated  Income. 

Tax  on  assessed  estate, 

$41,941 

97 

Tax  on  polls, 

1,346 

00 

Income  tax, 

1,292 

66 

Other  sources, 

2,500 

00 

School  appropriation, 

1,500 

00 

$48,580 

63 

Overlay, 

$  758 

53 

December  assessment, 

250 

16 

December  26,  additional  from  income  tax, 

128 

00 

Total, 


$1,136  69 
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January  31,  received  from  income  tax,  64  00 

Statistics  from  the  Valuation  Book. 

Valuation  of  real  estate,  $1,405,530  00 

Valuation  of  personal  estate,  163,648  67 

Valuation  of  resident  bank  stock,  13,537  50 


Total  valuation  on  which  tax  rate  was 

based,  $1,582,716  17 

Property  Assessed  in  December. 

7  ■ 

Valuation  of  real  estate,  $8,690  00 

Valuation  of  personal  estate,  750  00 


$9,440  00 

Valuation  of  non-resident  bank  stock,  $33,962  50 

Valuation  of  church  and  other  property 

exempt,  40,000  00 

Valuation  of  property  of  individuals 

exempt,  35,442  00 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  property,  965 

Number  of  persons  assessed  poll  tax  only,  374 

Number  of  polls,  712 

Number  of  polls  exempt,  39 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  629 

Number  of  horses,  129 

Number  of  cows,  156 

Number  of  sheep,  49 

Number  of  neat  cattle  other  than  cows,  94 

Number  of  swine,  7 

Number  of  fowl,  812 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  E.  BARTLETT, 

WILLIS  H.  SCOTT, 

JOHN  E.  CURRIER, 

Assessors. 
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CEMETERY  TRUSTEES. 


Locust  Grove  Cemetery. 

Deposited  in  First  National  Bank,  $  34  98 
Received  from  sale  of  lots,  107  00 

Received  from  stumpage,  14  00 

- $155  98 


Expended  for  labor  and  stock,  oversight  and 
clerical  work  of  superintendent,  $115  98 
Deposited  in  First  National  Bank,  40  00 

- $155  98 

Contingent  Fund. 

Merrimac  Savings  Bank,  $251  94 

New  Perpetual  Care  Lots. 

Addie  Sawyer  Trust  Fund,  $100.00,  Merrimac  Savings 
Bank,  for  perpetual  care  of  Charles  W.  Sawyer,  lot  in 
Locust  Grove  Cemetery. 

Porter  Sargent  Trust  Fund,  $150.00,  for  the  per¬ 
petual  care  of  the  Bailey  Sargent  lot,  Locust  Grove 
Cemetery.  Deposited  in  Merrimac  Savings  Bank. 

There  are  31  Union  soldiers  buried  in  Locust  Grove 
Cemetery,  one  more  than  last  year. 

For  detailed  account  of  expense  paid  for  perpetual 
care  of  lots  see  Town  Treasurer  Grant’s  report  on  an¬ 
other  page  of  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  G.  LARKIN, 

W.  H.  SCOTT, 

C.  E.  ROWELL, 

Trustees. 
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ENGINEERS’  REPORT. 


To  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac,  we,  the 
undersigned  Board  of  Fire  Engineers,  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  report: 

Number  of  alarms  answered  to,  19 

Total  fire  loss,  $15,500  00 

Jan.  20,  1917 — Box  7,  11.55  P.  M.  Fire  in  Catholic 
Church.  No  damage. 

Jan.  22,  1917 — Box  7,  5.40  P.  M.  Chimney  fire  at 
Ernest  Leslie’s.  No  damage. 

Jan.  27,  1917 — Box,  5,  9.15  A.  M.  Chimney  fire  at 
Mrs.  Dow’s.  No  damage. 

Jan.  27,  1917— Box  5,  5.10  P.  M.  Sayer  block.  No 
damage. 

Feb.  4,  1917 — Box  5,  3.20  A.  M.  Rand  property. 
Damage,  $15,000.00. 

Mar.  10,  1917 — Box  24,  9.40  A.  M.  Chimney  fire  at 
D.  C.  Bunker’s.  No  damage. 

Mar.  25,  1917 — Box  5,  12.15  P.  M.  Brush  fire. 

Mar.  26,  1917— Box  15,  4.45  P.  M.  Grass  fire, 
Tucker’s  Hill. 

Apr.  5,  1917 — 4.46  P.  M.  Grass  fire,  River  Road. 

May  17,  1917— Box  24,  6.45  P.  M.  Chimney  fire  at 
D.  C.  Bunker’s.  No  damage. 

May  19,  1917 — Box  21.  Brush  fire. 

July  4,  1917 — Box  15,  1.15  A.  M.  False  alarm. 

July  27,  1917— Box  4,  2.35  P.  M.  at  Albert  Ellis’. 
Damage,  $200.00. 

Aug.  26,  1917— Box  7,  9.05  A.  M.  Chimney  fire  at 
Foster  house.  No  damage. 
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Sept.  13,  1917 — Box  24,  7.22  A.  M.  at  Mrs.  Hasel- 
tine’s.  Small  damage. 

Sept.  13,  1917— Box  5,  10.10  A.  M.  at  W.  B.  Sar¬ 
gent’s.  No  damage. 

Oct.  10,  1917— Box  17,  9.25  A.  M.  at  C.  W.  Miles’.  No 
damage. 

Nov.  10,  1917 — 9.25  A.  M.  Brush  fire. 

Dec.  12,  1917 — Box  7,  6.15  P.  M.  at  Byron  Sargent’s 
Garage.  Loss,  $300.00. 

During  the  year,  we  have  been  very  fortunate,  as 
there  has  been  but  one  fire  that  caused  much  damage, 
that  being  a  very  difficult  one  to  handle,  which  started  in 
the  barber  shop  of  John  Banford  on  School  street,  spread¬ 
ing  to  the  Rand  block  very  rapidly,  this  requiring  assist¬ 
ance  from  Haverhill  and  Amesbury,  causing  a  damage  of 
$15,000.00,  which  has  now  been  replaced  by  better  build¬ 
ings.  Since  this  time  our  loss  has  been  very  small, 
although  we  have  answered  quite  a  good  many  alarms,  at 
some  of  which  our  services  were  not  required. 

Although  the  war  has  taken  a  number  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  from  both  companies,  we  have  at  the  present  time 
two  companies  of  full  membership.  We  have  added  500 
feet  of  new  hose,  six  shut-off  nozzles,  axes  and  other  small 
equipment. 

The  house  of  Hose  2  and  apparatus  is  in  very  good 
condition.  The  Central  Station  is  in  need  of  a  great 
many  repairs,  as  the  gravel  roofs  are  leaking  badly,  the 
natural  life  of  which  is  now  exhausted.  The  main  build¬ 
ing  needs  shingling  on  two  sides,  most' of  the  gutters  are 
in  bad  condition,  the  front  sill  of  the  building  is  badly 
decayed,  and  other  minor  repairs,  which  should  be  at¬ 
tended  to  immediately. 

During  the  year  we  have  replaced  one-half  mile  of 
fire  alarm  wire  on  Main  street,  the  cost  of  which  was  much 
larger  than  last  year,  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  material 
and  labor.  Our  fire  alarm  system  is  now  in  good  work¬ 
ing  order,  although  the  expense  of  maintenance  has  been 
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much  more  than  we  expected,  on  account  of  the  extreme 
high  price  of  zinc  and  copper,  which  have  trebled  since 
the  war  began. 

The  heating  apparatus  in  the  Central  building  has 
been  very  inefficient  this  winter,  one  stove  giving  out, 
which  has  been  replaced,  but  even  at  that,  it  has  been  im¬ 
possible  to  keep  the  building  heated  at  a  proper  tempera¬ 
ture.  Would  recommend  that  some  other  system  be 
adopted  to  reduce  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  be  more 
satisfactory. 

During  the  year  we  were  obliged  to  repair  the  hose 
tower  and  the  valley  of  the  east  side,  and  as  we  had  no 
special  appropriation  for  these,  were  obliged  to  take  it 
out  of  our  general  fund,  as  well  as  the  overhead  in  the 
fire  alarm,  at  a  sum  much  larger  than  we  expected. 

We  still  recommend  the  purchase  of  a  fire  truck,  as 
we  believe  it  to  be  greatly  needed  and  would  prove  itself 
very  efficient  in  ableness  in  responding  to  the  alarms  in 
much  quicker  time  and  could  be  maintained  at  a  less  cost 
than  at  the  present  time  of  procuring  horses,  for  during 
the  past  year  it  has  cost  us  $149  for  horse  hire. 

We  are  still  in  need  of  more  hose  to  replace  some  of 
the  old  that  cannot  be  depended  upon.  We  recommend 
that  the  sum  of  $500  be  appropriated  for  new  hose  and 
equipment  and  repairs  on  Central  Fire  Station.  Owing 
to  the  high  cost  of  material,  we  find  it  impossible  to  main¬ 
tain  the  department  on  the  same  amount  appropriated 
last  year,  so  therefore  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $2,000 
be  appropriated  for  the  general  maintenance  of  the  Fire 
Department  for  the  year  of  1918. 

Signed, 

C.  C.  WITHAM, 

R.  J.  EATON, 

L.  B.  DAVIS. 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 


Merrimac,  Mass.,  Jan.  28,  1918. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  De¬ 
partment  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1917 : 

Number  of  arrests,  24 

Charged  as  Follows : 

Drunkenness,  14 

Non-support,  3 

Bastardy,  1 

Delinquent  child,  1 

Larceny,  1 

Violation  of  city  ordinance,  1 

Stubborn  child,  1 

Disturbance  of  peace,  1 

Operating  auto  while  under  influence  of  liquor,  1 

Disposed  of  as  Follows : 

8  For  drunkenness.  First  offence.  Released. 

2  For  drunkenness.  Placed  on  file. 

1  Fined  $15.00. 

1  Fined  $10.00. 

1  Committed  30  days  at  Newburyport. 

1  For  30  days  at  Newburyport.  Suspended  for  1  year. 

2  Non-support  for  Newburyport  officers. 

1  Non-support  filed. 

1  Bastardy,  continued. 

1  Delinqent  child  filed. 

1  For  larceny,  3  months  at  Newburyport  jail. 

1  For  violation  of  city  ordinance,  for  Haverhill  officers. 
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1  Stubborn  child.  Filed. 

1  Disturbance  of  peace.  Committed  to  Danvers. 

1  Operating  auto  while  under  influence  of  liquor.  Ap¬ 
pealed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  P.  DONAHUE, 

LOWELL  G.  HARRINGTON, 


Chief  of  Police. 
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TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT. 


Births. 

Number  of  births  returned,  37 

Males,  17 

Females,  20 

Father  native  born,  27 

Mother  native  born,  29 

Father  and  mother  both  native  bom,  24 

Father  and  mother  both  foreign  born,  5 

Mixed  parentage,  8 

Marriages. 

Number  of  marriages  recorded,  36 

First  marriage  of  groom,  33 

First  marriage  of  bride,  31 

Grooms  native  born,  33 

Brides  native  born,  33 

Grooms  foreign  born,  3 

Brides  foreign  born,  3 

Average  age  of  groom,  27  yrs. 

Average  age  of  bride,  23  yrs.  9  mos. 

Deaths. 

Number  of  deaths  recorded,  27 

Males,  15 

Females,  12 

Under  five  years,  2 

Males  native  born,  12 

Females  native  bom,  11 

Males  foreign  born,  3 


48 


TOWN  REPORT 


Females  foreign  born, 

1 

Of  native  parentage, 

15 

Of  foreign  parentage, 

7 

Of  mixed  parentage, 

4 

Average  age, 

56  yrs.  4  mos 

Oldest  person, 

90  yrs.  11  mos.  6  days 

Dogs. 

* 

Number  of  dogs  licensed, 

77 

Males, 

69 

Females, 

>  8 

Hunter’s  licenses  granted, 

89 

CLIFTON  B.  HEATH, 

Town  Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  KIMBALL  PARK. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  undersigned  report  that  the  Park  has  been  well 
taken  care  of  during  the  past  year  and  that  it  presents  a 
most  attractive  appearance,  all  the  shrubs  and  trees  mak¬ 
ing  good  growth,  which  facts  the  citizens  have  no  doubt 
noticed. 

The  interest  on  the  fund  for  the  past  year  is,  $40  40 
We  have  paid  A.  G.  Flower  for  labor  in  caring 

for  the  park,  19  87 


Leaving  balance  of  income  available,  $20  53 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  A.  SARGENT, 
FREDERICK  C.  GRANT, 

Trustees  of  Kimball  Park. 
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CHURCH  STREET  AND  LOWER  CORNER 
CEMETERIES. 


Last  year  the  Trustees  of  Locust  Grove  Cemetery 
resigned  as  trustees  of  the  Church  Street  and  Lower  Cor¬ 
ner  Cemeteries.  We  were  unable  to  find  any  one  who 
would  accept  the  appointment  for  trustee ;  and  the  select¬ 
men  failing  to  appoint  trustees,  the  chairman  must  act. 

This  being  work  that  we  were  not  familiar  with, 
made  it  more  difficult.  We  find  that  the  names  on  the 
monuments  and  the  names  of  the  trust  funds  on  the  per¬ 
petual  care  lots,  do  not  correspond.  We  believe  that  the 
perpetual  care  lots  should  be  numbered  and  books  num¬ 
bered  to  correspond  which  would  make  it  easier  for  the 
one  doing  the  work  and  also  the  one  having  charge  of  it. 
We  believe  the  trustees  for  all  of  the  cemeteries  should 
be  elected  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  then  they  could 
obtain  better  help  and  give  better  service,  and  that  the 
same  appropriation  should  be  made  for  1918  as  last  year 
namely  $250.00,  although  we  did  not  spend  it  all  because 
we  could  not  find  suitable  help  at  the  right  time. 

For  detailed  account  of  expense  paid  for  Perpetual 
Care  Lots  see  Town  Treasurer  Grant’s  report  on  another 
page  of  this  report. 

Appropriation,  $250  00 

To  cash  paid  for  labor,  89  45 


Unexpended, 


$160  55 
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FORTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MERRIMAC 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town : — 

The  work  of  the  library  has  been  carried  on  during 
the  year  on  about  the  same  lines,  and  has  been  used  by 
our  people  to  about  the  same  extent  as  in  former  years. 
Not  quite  as  many  books  have  been  circulated  this  year 
as  last,  but  as  the  circulation  always  varies  more  or  less 
from  year  to  year  we  do  not  think  that  this  indicates  any 
loss  of  interest  by  our  people  in  their  library.  We  try,  as 
far  as  we  are  able,  to  furnish  our  patrons  with  books  that, 
we  think  they  will  be  interested  in  and  if  we  have  failed 
in  this  respect  perhaps  we  might  be  more  successful  if 
people  would  give  to  the  librarian  or  the  trustees  the 
titles  of  books  they  would  like  to  have  added  to  the 
library. 

During  this  year  we  have  completely  renovated  the 
main  library  room  and  now  both  rooms  are  clean,  neat 
and  in  good  condition. 

On  account  of  the  extreme  cold  weather,  and  to  aid 
in  the  movement  for  the  conservation  of  fuel,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  open  the  rooms  but  one  afternoon  and  evening 
each  week  during  the  coldest  part  of  the  season,  but  we 
hope  to  return  to  our  usual  plan  of  opening  very  soon. 

The  number  of  books  added  this  year  is  167,  coming 


from  the  following  sources : 

Purchased  by  Trustees,  130 

Presented  by  the  State,  8 

“  “  the  Federal  Government,  3 

“  Rockefeller  Foundation,  1 

“  Mass.  Pub.  Library  Com.  *  3 
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l  (  i  i 

National  Canners  Association, 

1 

a  a 

National  Anti-Suffrage  Association, 

1 

i  {  a 

Woman’s  Municipal  League, 

1 

t t  ( ( 

Carnegie  Endowment, 

1 

a  ( i 

New  York  New  Church  Press, 

1 

i  i  a 

James  M.  Beck, 

2 

a  a 

Miss  Anna  Bird, 

12 

(  <  n 

Mr.  ft.  W.  Haskell, 

2 

a  a 

Mr.  H.  W.  Kelly, 

1 

167 

Total  number  of  books  loaned, 

7386 

Monthly  Circulation. 

January, 

'  752  July, 

535 

February, 

625  August, 

515 

March, 

661  September, 

589 

April, 

671  October, 

547 

May, 

616  November, 

622 

June, 

643  December, 

610 

Financial  Statement. 


Town  appropriation,  $500  00 

Drawn  from  the  income  of  the 

Goodwin  Fund,  50  19 


Expenses  paid : 


Books, 

$142  95 

Librarian, 

200  00 

Repairs  on  rooms, 

79  27 

Magazines, 

31  00 

Heating  rooms, 

25  00 

Rebinding  books, 

49  20 

Printing  and  supplies, 

16  14 

Express  and  postage, 

6  63 

$550  19 


$550  19 
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Funds  of  the  library  from  which  income  is  derived : 
James  Whittier  fund  with  interest  to  Oct.,  1917,  $449  68 
A.  E.  Goodwin  fund  with  interest  to  Oct.,  1917,  271  97 

We  would  ask  for  the  usual  appropriation  of  $500.00 
for  the  use  of  the  library. 

T.  H.  HOYT, 

H.  0.  DELANO, 

B.  F.  SMITH, 

W.  S.  TUCKWELL, 

A.  P.  WADLEIGH, 

W.  B.  SARGENT, 

Trustees. 


SEALER’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen : 

Beam  scales  over  1,000  lbs.  sealed,  1 

Platform  scales  under  5,000  lbs.  sealed,  6 

Spring  balances  sealed,  9 

Computing  scales  sealed,  3 

Counter  scales  sealed,  12 

Scales  adjusted,  10 

Inspection  of  scales,  t  6 

Inspection  of  bread,  2 


Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  S.  McKAY,  Sealer. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  BOARD  OF 


Water  Commissioners 


The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  herein  submit 
their  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  for  the  fiscal  year  end¬ 
ing  December  31,  1917. 

The  past  year  has  been  rather  quiet  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  line.  We  have  laid  but  two  new  service  pipes  but 
have  added  five  other  services  making  a  total  of  582. 

There  are  55  services  not  in  use  leaving  527  in  use  or 
five  less  than  a  year  ago. 

At  the  close  of  1916  we  felt  sure  that  the  limit  for 
receipts  from  water  rates  had  been  reached  owing  to  re¬ 
moval  from  town  and  a  disastrous  fire,  but  the  receipts 
for  1917  were  $6,870.57  exceeding  the  receipts  of  1916  by 
$346.89.  For  several  reasons  we  think  this  will  be  the 
record  for  several  vears. 


ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  ENSUING-  YEAR. 


Expense. 


Gross  expense  of  operation, 
Bond  payments, 

Note  payments, 

Interest  payments, 


$4,740  00 
3,500  00 
850  00 
2,222  00 


$11,312  00 
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REPORT  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 


Income  and  Cash  on  Hand. 


Water  rates,  $6,300  00 

Rent  and  engineer,  250  00 

Water  in  town  buildings,  100  00 

Hydrant  service,  2,370  00 

Maintenance,  '  1,280  02 

Cash  on  hand,  1,011  98 


$11,312  00 


We  recommend  that  the  town  appropriate: 

For  water  for  town  buildings,  $100  00 

For  hydrant  service,  2,370  00 

For  maintenance,  1,280  02 

-  $3,750  02 


CONSTRUCTION 


Receipts 


Appropriation, 

$25  00 

Light  Dept.,  team  and  labor, 

59 

60 

Laying  service  pipe,  1916, 

30 

13 

Laying  service  pipe,  1917, 

26 

35 

Sale  of  material, 

18 

17 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917, 

122 

92 

$282  17 


Expended 

Service  pipe  and  supplies,  team  and 

labor,  $122  91 

Balance  unexpended,  159  26 

-  $282  17 

Maintenance. 


Miscellaneous  and  repairs,  $310  57 

Oil  and' waste,  38  15 

Salary  of  superintendent,  440  20 


REPORT  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 


3 


Salary  of  collector, 

220  82 

Salary  of  commissioners, 

37  50 

Fuel, 

1,605  41 

Supplies  at  station, 

28  82 

Station  wages, 

910  00 

Office  expense, 

404  84 

Rent  of  office, 

84  00 

Bond  payments, 

3,500  00 

Note  payments, 

850  00 

Interest  payments, 

2,396  00 

Insurance, 

82  70 

- $10,909  01 

MONTHLY  REPOET  OF  PUMPING  STATION. 

Gallons  Pumped  1917. 


Hours  Pumping 


Hrs. 

Mins. 

January, 

2,993,364 

100 

15 

February, 

2,875,644 

98 

40 

March, 

2,731,536 

86 

April, 

2,701,566 

89 

May, 

2,673,000 

82 

45 

June, 

3,254,460 

104 

45 

July, 

5,079,870 

158 

30 

August, 

4,513,770 

143 

35 

September, 

2,408,280 

106 

15 

October, 

2,940,600 

98 

55 

November, 

2,887,800 

104 

45 

December, 

2,274,200 

121 

Total, 

37,334,090 

Greatest  amount  pumped 

in  one  day, 

303,750 

Greatest  amount  pumped 

in  one  week, 

1,579,950 
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COST  OF  CONSTRUCTION. 
Cost  to  January  1,  1917. 


Pumping  station, 

$6,631  74 

Boilers, 

3,473  70 

Pumps, 

5,889  06 

Coal  shed, 

339  60 

Road  to  station, 

272  00 

Suction  pipe  system, 

2,369  86 

Pipe  line, 

27,983  98 

Pipe  laying, 

14,188  49 

Clearing  land, 

620  08 

Stand  pipe, 

6,165  21 

Investigating  committee, 

2,344  12 

Meters, 

3,242  82 

Engineering, 

3,097  22 

Freight  and  express, 

245  99 

Miscellaneous, 

•  971  98 

Salaries, 

1,500  00 

Land  taken, 

3,475  34 

Service  pipe, 

8,173  05 

Reservoir  at  station, 

137  99 

-  $91,122  23 

BALANCE  SHEET. 

Receipts. 


Appropriation,  construction,  $25  00 

Appropriation,  municipal  use,  2,421  00 

Appropriation,  maintenance,  1,765  83 

Water  rates,  6,870  57 

Light  Dept.,  office  expense,  189  73 

Light  Dept.,  station  wages,  150  00 

Light  Dept.,  rent  of  station,  100  00 

Light  Dept.,  team  and  labor,  59  60 

Laying  service  pipe,  56  48 
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Sale  of  material  and  repairs  of  ser¬ 
vice  pipe. 

Miscellaneous, 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917, 


23  57 
15  20 
366  92 

- $12,043  90 


Expended. 


For  construction  and  Light  Dept., 

team  and  labor,  $122  91 

For  maintenance,  10,909  01 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1918,  1,011  98 

- $12,043  90 

WILLIS  H.  SCOTT, 

WARREN  A.  BAILEY, 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Municipal  Light  Board 


The  Municipal  Light  Board  herein  submit  their 
Fourteenth  Annual  Report  for  the  fiscal  ending  De¬ 
cember  31,  1917. 

This  closes  our  first  full  year  with  purchased  cur¬ 
rent.  There  has  been  some  fault  found  with  the  lighting 
current  as  the  regulator  did  not  keep  it  even  at  all  times. 
We  think  this  has  been  remedied  to  a  large  extent  and 
are  hoping  that  it  will  be  much  more  satisfactory  in  the 
future. 

As  was  expected  the  output  at  the  switchboard  shows 
a  decrease. 

The  total  delivered  at  the  switchboard  was  286,112 
K.  W.  H.,  a  decrease  of  117,038  K.  W.  fl. 

Power  alone  accounts  for  113,670  K.  W.  H.  decrease. 
Commercial  and  street  lights  show  the  balance  or  3,368 
K.  W.  H. 

The  additions  have  been  eighteen  lighting  services 
and  one  power  service  and  there  were  in  use  January  1, 
1918,  200  lighting  services  and  10  power  services. 

Under  Chapter  742,  section  114,  Acts  of  1914  the 
manager  has  furnished  the  board  with  the  following  esti¬ 
mates  of  expense  and  income  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
December  31,  1918: 
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MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD  REPORT 


EXPENSE. 


Gross  expense  of  operation,  $8,082  00 

Interest,  216  00 

Depreciation,  3%  on  $34,135.00,  1,024  05 

Note  payments,  600  00 

Bond  payments,  500  00 

- $10,422  05 


INCOME. 


From  private  consumers, 
From  municipal  buildings, 
Balance  from  earnings, 


8,500  00 
250  00 
1,672  05 


- $10,422  05 

No  appropriation  for  the  tax  levy  required. 


CONSTRUCTION  AND  RENEWALS. 


Street  lines, 

Transformers, 

Meters, 


$1,391  31 
27  43 
263  92 

-  $1,682  66 


Construction. 


Street  line, 

$436  13 

Transformers, 

14  29 

Meters, 

219  71 

Renewals. 

Street  lines, 

601  99 

Transformers, 

13  14 

Meters, 

44  21 

Miscellaneous  credits, 

353  19 

$1,682  66 


MAINTENANCE 


Current  purchased, 


$6,097  14 


MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD  REPORT 
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Station  wages,  150  00 

Repairs  of  lines,  etc.,  128  52 

Incandescent  lamps,  etc.,  1,656  03 

Distribution  tools,  18  98 

Manager’s  salary,  440  20 

Collector’s  salary,  270  76 

Salaries  municipal  light  board,  37  50 

Office  expense,  291  42 

Rent  of  office,  84  00  • 

Interest,  260  00 

Incidentals,  100  00 

Insurance,  82  70 

Note  payment,  600  00 

Bond  payment,  500  00 

-  $10,717  25 


COST  OF  CONSTRUCTION. 


Steam  plant, 
Electric  plant, 
Street  lines, 
Transformers, 
Meters, 


$3,985  39 
4,481  01 
18,180  93 
4,177  07 
3,310  60 

- $34,135  00 


BALANCE  SHEET. 
On  Hand  and  Received. 


General  cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917, 

$5,205 

82 

Depreciation  fund  in  National  bank, 

329 

94 

Depreciation  fund  in  Savings  bank, 

65 

13 

Sale  of  power  and  light, 

10,171 

23 

Sale  of  lamps,  etc., 

953 

12 

Lighting  municipal  buildings, 

205 

60 

Miscellaneous, 

366 

64 

Appropriation  for  construction, 

450 

00 

Interest  on  depreciation  fund, 

2 

62 

Interest  on  reserve  fund, 

30 

00 

$17,780  10 
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Expended  and  on  Hand. 


Construction  and  renewals, 

$1,682  66 

Maintenance, 

10,717  25 

General  cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  ’18, 

3,328  03 

Depreciation  fund, 

522  16 

Reserve  fund, 

1,530  00 

i 

ASSETS. 

Steam  plant, 

$3,002  02 

Electric  plant, 

3,077  51 

Street  lines, 

14,928  33 

Transformers, 

2,803  76 

Meters, 

1,983  13 

General  cash, 

3,328  03 

Depreciation  fund, 

522  16 

Due  for  electricity, 

1,480  29 

Merchandise  on  hand, 

1,400  44 

Distribution  tools  on  hand, 

176  24 

$17,780  10 


$32,701  91 


LIABILITIES. 


Appropriations  for  construction, 

$5,503 

16 

Overdrafts  for  construction, 

322 

67 

Appropriations  for  bond  payments, 

4,500 

00 

Appropriations  for  note  payments, 

1,671 

72 

Bonds  outstanding, 

4,500 

00 

Notes  payable, 

1,200 

00 

Unpaid  bills, 

581 

71 

Interest  accrued  but  not  due, 

105 

83 

Reserve  fund, 

1,530 

00 

Profit  and  loss  surplus, 

12,786 

82 

- $32,701  91 

WILLIS  H.  SCOTT, 

WARREN  A.  BAILEY, 

Municipal  Light  Board. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

School  Committee 

i 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  School  Committee  make  the  following  report 
and  also  submit  herewith  the  reports  of  the  Superintend¬ 
ent,  Principal  of  the  High  School,  Supervisors  of  Music, 
Drawing,  and  School  Physician. 

The  Committee  organized  after  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  as  follows : 

Ellen  M.  Murphy,  Chairman. 

William  S.  Tuckwell,  Secretary. 

C.  W.  Morrill,  Purchasing  Agent. 

Centre,  Prospect  and  High  School  buildings  have 
been  painted  outside  with  two  coats. 

The  roof  of  the  rear  part  of  the  Centre  School  build¬ 
ing  has  been  slated.  In  all  the  rooms  the  furniture  has 
been  varnished  and  floors  oiled. 

In  a  number  of  the  rooms  slate  blackboards  have 
been  placed. 

Prospect  Street  School  needs  a  new  heating  plant. 
It  is  impossible  to  heat  the  building. 

The  expenses  of  the  past  year  have  been  exceptional¬ 
ly  heavy  on  account  of  advanced  prices  in  material  and 
labor. 

The  transportation  problem  is  one  of  the  most  serious 
the  Committee  have  to  deal  with. 
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SCHOOL  REPORT 


To  be  fair  to  all  is  our  aim.  We  have-  dealt  personal¬ 
ly  with  several  complaints  and  are  always  willing  to  talk 
it  over  with  any  parent  who  feels  they  have  a  grievance. 

The  teachers  have  sent  a  petition  to  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  for  a  raise  in  salary.  In  order  to  do  this  the  Town 
will  have  to  appropriate  more  money. 

The  Committee  have  the  welfare  of  the  schools  at 
heart  and  have  tried  to  deal  justly  with  all  who  have 
come  under  their  supervision. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed) 

ELLEN  M.  MURPHY, 

WILLIAM  S.  TUCKWELL, 

C.  W.  MORRILL, 
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School  Calendar. 


High  School  . 

Elementary  Schools 

Fall  Term. 

Begins 
.Sept  10 
.Sept.  10 

Closes 
Dec.  21 
Dec.  21 

High  School  . 

Elementary  Schools 

Winter  Term. 

.Jan.  2 
.Jan.  2 

Mar.  29 
Mar.  29 

High  School  . 

Elementary  Schools  . 

Spring  Term. 

.April  8 
.  April  8 

June  28 
June  14 

i 
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Financial  Statement. 


Receipts. 


General  appropriation, 

$10,640 

00 

Transportation, 

1,300 

00 

Superintendent, 

680 

00 

Massachusetts  School  Fund, 

968 

92 

Tuition  State  Minor  Wards, 

230 

25 

Tuition  Minor  Wards,  City  of  Boston, 

52 

50 

County  of  Essex,  balance  of  dog  tax, 

129 

80 

State ’s  rebate  on  account  of  superintendent, 

500 

00 

Town  of  Salisbury,  tuition, 

116 

41 

Town  of  Newton,  N.  H.,  tuition, 

40 

00 

Sale  of  books, 

2 

65 

Sale  of  old  books  for  junk, 

6 

35 

Sale  of  grass, 

1 

00 

$14,667  88 

Expenditures. 


Administration, 

School  Committee,  expenses, 

$  3  62 

Superintendent,  salary, 

699  96 

Expenses, 

24  23 

Census,  attendance  officer, 

35  00 

Instruction, 

Teachers’  salaries, 

$6,919  50 

High  school  principal, 

$1,200  00 

Assistants, 

1,562  50 

Elementary  school, 

4,157  00 

Text  books, 

500  72 

High, 

229  33 

Elementary, 

271  39 
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Supplies, 

High, 

Elementary, 

Supervisors, 

III.  Operation, 

Janitors, 

High, 

Elementary, 

Fuel, 

High, 

Elementary, 

TV.  Maintenance,  repairs, 
High, 

Elementary, 

Y.  Auxiliary  agencies, 
Transportation, 

VI.  Miscellaneous, 
Tuition, 

Sundries, 

New  equipment, 


132  03 
265  65 


270  00 
460  00 

448  32 
773  57 

420  97 
1,501  82 


Balance, 


Janitors. 
High  School. 


F.  H.  Trefethen,  per  month, 

Center. 

A.  G.  Flower,  per  month, 

Prospect. 

Roger  Stanley,  per  month, 

Merrimacport. 
Mrs.  J.  Coleman,  per  month, 

Transportation. 

G.  G.  Davis, 

R.  C.  Sargent, 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Leslie, 


397  68 

250  56 
760  00 

1,221  89 

1,922  79 

1,304  25 

176  00 
284  86 
104  55 


$13,655  61 
1,012  27 

Salary 
$30  00 

30  00 

10  00 

6  00 

$50  00 
40  00 
36  00 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Merrimac,  Mass. 

* 

Gentlemen : 

Herewith  is  transmitted  to  you  the  reports  from  the 
various  departments  of  your  school  system  for  the  past 
year. 

We  are  especially  fortunate  in  these  times  to  be  able 
to  operate  our  schools  as  usual.  Public  education  in  many 
places  in  the  New  England  States  is  suffering  as  never 
before  in  our  recollection  and  many  schools  are  operating 
on  short  time  or  are  closed  altogether  from  privations  due 
to  a  state  of  war.  Then,  too,  many  teachers  are  forsaking 
their  positions  for  the  higher  paid  work  which  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  industrial  plants  are  offering  to  women, 
while  many  male  teachers  have  been  drafted  into  the 
fighting  forces.  In  fact,  so  widespread  is  this  desertion 
uf  teachers  that  our  Commissioner  of  Education  has 
sounded  a  warning  of  a  shortage  of  trained  teachers  for 
the  schools  and  fears  that  another  year  10,000  children 
will  be  deprived  of  the  services  of  trained  and  ex¬ 
perienced  teachers. 

There  have  been  no  desertions  for  these  causes 
among  the  Merrimac  teachers,  and  the  draft  has  made  no 
inroads,  upon  us.  There  have,  however,  been  many 
changes  of  teachers  to  other  teaching  positions.  The 
table  at  the  end  of  the  report  will  show  the  changes 
which  have  occurred  since  the  opening  of  the  schools  in 
September.  At  the  end  of  the  last  school  year  Miss 
Esther  J.  Woods,  Miss  Marguerite  Burbank,  Miss  Helen 
R.  Wiley,  and  Miss  Mae  M.  Smilie  resigned  their  po¬ 
sitions.  These  were  all  tempted  away  by  the  offer  of 
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larger  salaries  except  Miss  Smilie  who  entered  a  com¬ 
mercial  position. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has  been  progressing  well 
this  year.  We  have  been  urged  by  various  organizations 
to  take  up  many  lines  of  war  work  in  our  schools.  So  far 
the  only  war  work  we  have  felt  justified  in  entering  upon 
is  the  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps.  I  believe  the  encouragement 
of  saving  is  no  less"  a  benefit  to  the  pupils  than  is  the 
loan  of  the  money  to  the  Government.  From  both  view¬ 
points  it  seems  a  very  desirable  work  especially  if  the 
money  invested  in  the  war  loan  is  money  earned  by  the 
children  themselves.  The  instruction  being  given  by  the 
teachers  in  the  schools  this  year  seems  of  a  high  quality — 
the  standard  of  scholarship  among  the  teachers  is  excel¬ 
lent.  And  a  splendid  spirit  of  co-operation  is  manifest. 
We  are  fortunate  in  the  almost  entire  absence  from  year 
to  year  of  that  spirit  of  jealousy  among  our  teachers  of 
which  some  school  officials  complain  and  which  is  one  of 
the  most  deadly  enemies  of  good  school  progress  which 
can  exist.  The  teachers  should  be  commended  for  the 
existence  of  this  excellent  school  spirit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  H.  PRATT. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  HIGH 

SCHOOL. 


To  the  School  Committee : 

For  the  period  from  January  to  June  inclusive,  the 
statistics  of  the  school  are  as  follows : 


Aggregate  attendance  . 6357. 

Average  attendance  .  56.24 

Total  membership  .  63. 

Average  membership  .  61.97 


For  the  period  from  September  to  December  inclu¬ 


sive  : 

Aggregate  attendance  . 5040. 

Average  attendance  .  67.99 

Total  membership  .  80. 

Average  membership  .  75.59 


Seven  students  were  graduated  last  June  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

\ 

Raymond  John  Bagley 
Orietta  Elizabeth  Berry 
Grace  Evelyn  Hargraves 
Gertrude  Asenath  Heath 
William  Porter 
Edward  Wells  Roberts,  Jr. 

Annie  Emma  Woyvoda. 

There  have  been  three  changes  in  our  teaching  force 
since  last  June.  At  the  opening  of  the  school  year  in 
September,  Miss  Helen  S.  Mitchell  of  Buckfield,  Maine, 
took  Miss  Cobb’s  place  as  teacher  of  foreign  languages; 
Miss  Brown’s  place  as  English  teacher  was  taken  by  Miss 
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Ruth  V.  Weston  of  Georgetown.  At  the  Christmas  re¬ 
cess  our  commercial  teacher,  Miss  Skinner,  left  us  to  take 
a  similar  position  in  Shamokin,  Penn.  Her  place  has  been 
taken  by  Miss  Helen  Minahan  of  this  town. 

The  class  which  was  graduated  last  June  had,  during 
the  four  years,  thirty-four  different  students  in  its  enroll¬ 
ment. 

Eight  finished  the  four  years  course  , although  one 
failed  to  secure  a  diploma.  Nine  removed  from  town 
during  the  course.  One  was  promoted  to  the  preceding 
class  and  graduated  with  it.  Two  left  school  because  of 
illness  of  a  permanent  nature.  One  left  because  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  student’s  labor  wTere  needed  by  the  family,  an 
overworked  excuse,  but  one,  whose  validity  seems  un¬ 
questionable  in  this  case. 

This  analysis  seems  to  leave  thirteen  students,  the 
loss  of  whom  is  or  may  by  possibility  be  attributable  to 
the  teachers,  the  school,  the  school  authorities  or  the 
school  system. 

One  of  the  thirteen  was  dropped  into  the  class  from 
the  preceding  one  and  left,  after  four  days’  attendance 
on  finding  that  the  sentence  of  demotion  was  irrevocable. 
Of  two  who  had  fallen  behind  in  their  studies,  one  decided 
that  he  would  never  be  able  to  make  up  his  work,  the 
other  knew  that  he  could  do  so  whenever  he  chose,  but 
chose  to  leave  school  rather  than  make  the  effort. 

One  left  after  five  weeks’  attendance  because  “the 
High  school  studies  were  too  hard.”  One  entered  late,  in 
January  ,and  left  after  seven  weeks,  having  made  no 
real  progress.  One  left  because  the  marks  on  the  report 
card  were  not  “satisfactory.” 

Five  failed  of  promotion  and  left  at  the  end  of  the 
year  or  shortly  after. 

In  the  cases  of  two  of  the  thirteen  no  reliable  infor¬ 
mation  is  obtainable.  They  left  school  and  secured  regu¬ 
lar  employment.  Similar  analysis  applied  to  our  present 
senior  class  leaves  nineteen  students  for  whose  loss  the 
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school  may  be  accountable.  For  our  present  junior  class 
the  number  is  eleven. 

This  state  of  affairs  has  been  the  subject  of  deep 
study  and  consideration  by  educators  the  country  over 
for  several  years.  Much  has  been  offered  in  excuse  and 
explanation.  Lack  of  mentality  on  the  part  of  the  stu¬ 
dent  ;  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  parents ;  the  need  in 
the  home  for  the  money  the  child  earns  are  some  of  the 
most  common  excuses.  All  and  others  like  them  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  a  bearing  on  the  matter  bpt  altogether 
they  are  totally  inadequate  to  account  for  what  has  been 
termed  “our  frightful  waste  of  raw  material.’ ’ 

In  our  own  case  I  wish  to  call  especial  attention  to 
the  following  facts : 

Of  the  above-mentioned  forty-three  who  have  left 
school  for  no  reason  that  we  know  to  be  absolutely  sound, 
all  but  six  were  deficient  in  their  studies.  Twenty-seven 
left  during  or  at  the  end  of  their  first  year.  Eleven  left 
during  or  at  the  end  of  their  second  year,  leaving  only 
five  who  have  left  after  their  second  year  in  school  and 
of  these  only  two  had  been  promoted  to  the  junior  class. 

Now  the  students  come  to  us  from  the  grade  schools. 
They  have  been  constantly  in  the  care  of  their  teachers. 
Their  study  and  their  written  work  are  done  under  direct 
supervision.  Home  study  is  hardly  an  important  factor 
for  most  of  the  pupils. 

When  the  student  enters  the  High  school  the  change 
is  sharp,  abrupt.  While  he  studies  or  prepares  written 
work  his  teacher  is  busy  hearing  other  recitations.  Home 
study  is  an  absolute  essential  to  success.  I  believe  that 
our  appalling  loss  of  students  during  the  first  two  years 
of  High  school  is  very  largely  due  to  the  difficulty  which 
the  pupil  finds  in  adapting  himself  to  his  new  conditions. 

I  therefore  believe  that  a  six-year  High  school  is  one 
of  the  prime  needs  of  our  public  school  system.  By  mak¬ 
ing  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  a  part  of  the  High 
school  this  abrupt  change  may  be  made  gradual,  almost 
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imperceptible  to  the  student.  In  school  systems  where 
this  plan  has  been  tried,  grade  methods  are  kept  to  a 
great  degree  in  the  seventh  grade.  In  the  eighth  grade 
more  of  High  school  methods  are  used  and  the  students 
gradually  learns  to  stand  on  his  own  feet,  to  assume  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  his  own  work,  without  being  obliged  to 
face  the  sudden  chance  of  conditions  which  now  con¬ 
fronts  him  on  entering  the  High  school. 

Perhaps  no  question  has  received  more  attention 
during  the  past  year  from  those  engaged  in  High  school 
work  in  this  state  than  that  of  a  longer  school  day.  The 
opinion  seems  to  be  almost  unanimous  that  the  change 
should  be  made.  The  need  of  more  time  in  which  teach¬ 
ers  can  give  personal  assistance  to  students  is  urged.  It 
also  appears  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion  that  more  ef¬ 
ficient  study  can  be  done  in  school  than  out.  Great  stress 
has  been  laid  on  the  poor  quality  of  home  study.  A  care¬ 
ful  analysis  of  conditions  at  the  Merrimac  High  School 
brings  the  writer  to  these  conclusions. 

That  we  get  effective  home  study  from  practically 
every  student  in  the  two  upper  classes ;  that  we  get  the 
same  result  from  considerably  more  than  half  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  two  lower  classes,  the  percentage  being 
higher  in  the  second  year  than  in  the  first.  The  reason 
for  this  state  of  affairs  may  be  found  in  the  above  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  six-year  High  school  plan,  namely,  that  stu¬ 
dents  rarely  enter  the  junior  class  if  they  are  deficient  in 
their  studies. 

Many  of  the  students  have  regular  employment  out 
of  school  hours ;  practically  all  are  on  the  alert  to  secure 
such  employment ;  but  this  difficulty  has  been  found  easy 
of  adjustment  in  schools  where  the  longer  day  has  been 
tried. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  a  longer  school  day  for 
the  Merrimac  High  School  and  would  suggest  the  follow¬ 
ing  plan  as  offering  the  greatest  benefit  with  the  least  dis¬ 
turbance.  The  two  upper  classes  to  attend  precisely  as 
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at  present,  the  two  lower  classes  to  be  dismissed  at  11.30 
and  to  return  at  12.30  for  an  afternoon  session  of  two  and 
one-quarter  hours. 

This  plan  would  make  it  necessary  for  some  students 
and  (probably)  also  the  teachers  to  bring  lunches  to 
school  ,but  this  is  so  common  a  practice  in  Massachusetts 
High  schools,  that  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  work  great  in¬ 
convenience  in  Merrimac. 

The  above  change  would  also  assist,  if,  perhaps,  but 
little,  in  relieving  the  situation  caused  by  the  fact  that 
our  teaching  force  is  not  large  enough.  The  situation  is 
even  more  acute  than  last  year.  In  previous  years  the 
principal  has  regularly  instructed  one  class  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  This  year  he  has  two.  The  English  teacher  has 
and  is  instructing  parts  of  classes  in  the  afternoon.  Of 
course,  this  leaves  the  teachers  involved  with  less  time  to 
devote  to  the  regular  work  of  the  afternoon  session,  that 
of  giving  personal  instruction  to  the  student.  All  but  a 
very  insignificant  part  of  this  condition  would  be  rem¬ 
edied  by  adding  another  teacher  to  our  present  force. 

The  present  course  of  study  contains  two  more  sub¬ 
jects  than  that  of  four  years  ago.  It  calls  for  twenty 
more  periods  of  recitation  per  week,  and  this  course  of 
study  represents  the  minimum  of  work  by  which  we  can 
maintain  our  present  standard.  We  met  the  difficulty  by 
alternating  studies,  but  as  I  have  stated  elsewhere,  we 
do  not  conquer  it. 

Respectfully, 

C.  C.  PUTNEY. 
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SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Merrimac: 

In  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations,  the 
children  in  the  public  schools  have  been  examined  and 
the  following  results  obtained: 

Total  number  examined,  284 

Total  number  who  have  had  measles,  221 

Total  number  who  have  had  scarlet  fever,  22 

Total  number  who  have  had  diphtheria,  10 

Total  number  who  have  had  mumps,  141 

.  Total  number  who  have  had  chicken  pox,  1  IS 

Total  number  who  have  had  whooping  cough,  61 

Total  number  who  have  had  pneumonia,  20 

Total  number  who  have  had  rheumatic  fever,  2 

Total  number  who  have  tuberculosis  history,  4 

Total  numjber  who  have  been  vaccinated,  275 

Nutrition — Poor  4,  fair  68,  good  211  excellent  1. 

Nose — Normal  279,  defects  5. 

Throat — Normal  212,  defects,  tonsils  enlarged  42,  in¬ 
flamed  2,  tonsils  and  adenoids  absent  28. 

Lungs — Normal  280,  defects  4. 

Heart — Normal  276,  defects  8. 

Skin — Normal  274,  defects  10. 

Teeth — Poor  89,  fair  116,  good  79. 

Digestive  organs — Normal  267,  defects  17. 

Deformities — 1. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

•  G.  F.  WORCESTER,  M.D. 
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DRAWING. 


To  the  Superintendent  and  the  School  Committee  of  Mer- 

rimac : 

High  School. 

What  are  we  teaching? 

A  course  in  each  of  the  following  subjects  is  given: 
Object  Drawing,  Costume  Designing,  Advanced  Me¬ 
chanical  and  Beginners’  Mechanical. 

Why  are  we  teaching  it? 

To  furnish  pupils  with  a  new  language  of  expression 
(pictures)  which  is  understood  by  all  people  in  the  world, 
hence  a  more  universal  language  than  a  language  of 
words. 

Drawing  given  to  the  average  pupil  under  average 
conditions  gives  him  skill  which  may  be  practically  ap¬ 
plied  in  many  fields.  We  do  not  teach  drawing  to  make 
artists  or  near-artists  of  the  pupils,  although  we  do  dis¬ 
cover  the  exceptionally  gifted  ones  and  encourage  them 
in  that  line.  We  teach  drawing  so  that  teachers,  mil¬ 
liners,  dressmakers,  illustrators,  tailors,  carpenters,  cab¬ 
inet  makers,  salesmen,  embroiderers,  builders,  engineers, 
real  estate  salesmen  and  contractors  may  find  skill  in 
drawing  of  surpassing  value  in  increasing  the  success  of 
their  vocation. 

A  person’s  ability  to  sketch  with  the  pencil  what  is 
in  his  mind  makes  him  more  intelligible,  more  forceful 
and  more  efficient. 

Drawing  creates  refining  influence  in  the  care,  beauty 
and  ordiliness  of  the  home,  and  is  reflected  in  the  per¬ 
son’s  personal  appearance.  It  teaches  discrimination  and 


I 


14  SCHOOL  REPORT 

good  taste  in  the  selection  of  draperies,  wall  papers,  rugs, 
furniture  and  dress. 

Drawing  properly  outlined  and  taught  not  only  aids 
one’s  practical,  bread-winning  powers,  but  makes  life 
more  enjoyable  and  peaceful  because  it  means  so  much 
towards  culture  and  refinement. 

Grades. 

In  September  the  pupils  make  a  few  nature  draw¬ 
ings.  Then  we  take  up  design  and  color  work. 

During  December,  January  and  February  objects  are 
constructed  and  designs  originated  and  applied  to  them. 
This  work  requires  careful  planning  and  accurate  meas¬ 
uring. 

Through  March,  April  and  part  of  May  object  draw¬ 
ing  will  be  given.  Pupils  in  the  higher  grades  taking  va¬ 
rious  problems  in  perspective  work.  They  will  draw 
boxes,  suit-cases,  chairs,  and  tables. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  year,  landscape  and  na¬ 
ture  work  will  be  given. 

The  efforts  of  the  Superintendent,  Teachers  and 
School  Committee  in  behalf  of  the  drawing  work  is  ap¬ 
preciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGIA  L.  BLAISDELL. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC. 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

As  I  have  been  connected  with  the  public  schools  of 
Merrimac  only  a  short  period  of  time,  my  report  on 
npisic  will  take  the  form  of  a  brief  outline  of  the  work. 

The  first  and  second  years’  work  is  devoted  largely 
to  rote  songs,  stimulating  the  children’s  interest  in  music 
and  teaching  them  to  sing  tunefully  together.  Monotones 
receive  individual  assistance. 

The  reading  of  scales  and  simple  diatonic  exercises  is 
introduced  before  the  end  of  the  first  year,  followed  by  a 
systematic  study  of  more  difficult  exercises  containing  in¬ 
tervals  , during  the  second  and  third  years. 

The  principles  of  time  or  rythm  as  prescribed  by  the 
Educational  method  ,also  key  signatures  and  intermediate 
tones,  form  the  basis  of  work  in  grades  four  and  five. 

Two-part  music  is  introduced  in  the  fifth  year  and 
continued  through  the  sixth  with  thorough  drill  on  Types 
or  Time  Motions  and  intermediate  tones. 

The  outline  for  grades  seven  and  eight  requires 
three-part  music,  the  study  of  minor  keys  and  sight-read¬ 
ing  from  the  F  Clef,  preparatory  to  the  four-part  work  of 
the  High  School  Chorus. 

A  certain  amount  of  written  work  is  required  of  all 
grades  above  the  second  and  a  test  of  voices  was  made 
last  September  in  the  upper  grades  and  High  School. 

The  efficient  work  of  the  teachers  is  most  gratifying 
and  we  hope  to  show  greater  improvement  in  sight-read¬ 
ing  and  tone-quality  before  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

The  pupils  of  the  High  School  display  an  excellent 
spirit  in  the  chorus  work,  and  two  violinists  playing  with 
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the  pianist  add  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  chorus. 

In  closing  I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  support  of 
the  Superintendent  and  Committee  and  the  hearty  co¬ 
operation  of  the  teachers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  M.  GENTHUER. 


SCHOOL  CENSUS,  1917. 


Children  of  5  years  of  age  and  under  7, 
Children  7  years  of  age  and  under  14, 
Children  14  years  of  age  and  under  16, 
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The  above  census  was  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  school  year  but  the  ages  were  computed  as  of 
April  1,  1917  in  accordance  with  a  change  in  the  state  law 
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